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HoUande, till I was bored to death; and from thence
he went on to argue about the ministry with might
and main till I thought he would never stop. To
hear him talk, one would think he knew the secrets
of the Cabinet better than the people who make
them. The rulers of the State let him into all their
plots, he understands the reasons for every step they
take. He teaches us where the hidden springs are
under everything that happens., shows us the state-
craft of our neighbours and pulls the strings of all
the affairs of Europe according to his fancy. His
news extends even to Africa and Asia, and he is
kept informed of all that happens in the Council of
State of Prester John and of the Great Mogul.

JUL. You adorn your excuse as well as you can, in
order to make it agreeable, and more readily
accepted.

THE V. It is the real cause of my delay., fair Julie ;
if I wished to provide a more adroit excuse., 1
should only have to tell you that the rendezvous
you selected was responsible for the lack of prompt-
ness of which you accuse me; that, in having to
play the role of lover to the mistress of the house.,
I fear being the first to be found here; that this
feint, to which I am compelled to submit, being
but in order to please you, I have little cause to
endure the constraint, save before those eyes which
it amuses; that I shrink from the tete-a-tete with this
absurd countess, with which you burden me; and,
in short, that, coming here but for you, I have
every reason in the world to wait until you are here.

Jut. We know perfectly well that you never lack wit
to give a fair semblance to the faults you commit.
If, however, you had come half an hour earlier,
we should have profited by all those moments;
for I found, on my arrival^ that the countess had
gone out, and I do not doubt she has gone into the
town to talk about the comedy you are arranging
for me in her name.